Stanton Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
Facade Grant Application
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Grant Overview
The Stanton Downtown Development Authority (DDA) invites businesses to participate in
the Facade Grant competition. This friendly competition encourages creativity,
community spirit, and festive beautification of our downtown. Grants will be awarded to
businesses with the best seasonal window or storefront display, and all grant funds must
be used toward exterior improvements to the business.

Award Amounts

{ 1st Place: $1,500
7 2nd Place: $1,000

Display Rules

Eligibility:
e QOpen to businesses located on Main Street in-between north and south M-66 within the Stanton
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) District.
Display Period:
¢ Displays must be visible from December 1, 2025, through January 9, 2026.
e Businesses are welcome to install displays earlier or keep them up longer.
Display Location:
¢ Displays must be visible from the street or sidewalk (windows, storefronts, or exterior areas).
e Decorations should not block entrances, sidewalks, or create safety hazards.
Seasonal Theme:
¢ Displays must reflect a seasonal, holiday, or winter theme that contributes to the festive downtown
atmosphere.
Safety & Maintenance:
¢ All displays must be safe, securely installed, and maintained in good condition for the duration of the
display period.
Appropriateness:
e Displays must be family-friendly and in good taste—no offensive or inappropriate content is permitted
based on reasonable community standards.
Judging:
¢ Displays will be judged between December 1-31, 2025. Winners will be selected by a panel of judges and
final approval will be made by the DDA.
e Winners will be announced January 9, 2026.
e A public voting booth will be held at the Holiday Block Party Dec. 18"

Deadline to Apply - Monday, November 10, 2025



Application Form

Applicant Information

Business Name:

Business Address:

Contact Person:

Phone: Email:

Property Owner Information (if different from applicant)
Property Owner Name:
Property Owner Address:
Contact Person:

Phone: Email:

Brief Description of your Window/Storefront Display (theme, materials, concept):

Description of proposed exterior improvement:

How will the improvement benefit downtown Stanton:

Proposed completion date of exterior improvement if awarded grant:

Estimated Cost of Proposed Improvement: $

Signature of Applicant:
Date:

Signature of Property Owner (if different from applicant):

Date:

Submit completed applications to:
Stanton City Manager

225 S. Camburn Street, Stanton, M| 48888
or email to: rcoffey@stantononline.com

Deadline to Apply: Monday, November 10, 2025

Contact City Manager Rachael Coffey with any questions (989) 831-4440 or
rcoffey@stantononline.com



Judging & Scoring Rubric

Judging Period: December 1 - 31, 2025

Category Description Points  Points
Awarded
Display shows unique design, theme,
Creativity & and imagination. 0-15
Originality
Overall attractiveness, lighting, color,
Visual Appeal and arrangement enhance the
. . 0-20
& Execution downtown streetscape. Also, consider
public vote.
Seasonal Spirit Reﬂtet':gs Pollflay/ther s.plrl']ccarjtt'j
& Community contributes to a welcoming, fes |v§ 0-20
| downtown atmosphere. Also, consider
mpact public vote.
Effort & Attentlon‘to detail a.nd visible effortin
. construction, materials, and 0-15
Craftsmanship )
presentation.
Planned exterior improvement is
Proposed Use realistic, enhances the 0-30
of Grant Funds | business/property, and supports DDA
goals.
Total Possible
100

Points




Grant Fund Usage Rules and Agreement

Use of Funds:
Grant funds must be used exclusively for exterior improvements to the awarded business
property located within the Stanton DDA District. Eligible improvements may include
(but are not limited to):

e Facade repairs or painting

* New or replacement signage

* Awnings or canopies

e Exterior lighting

e Landscaping or planters

e Window restoration or replacement

Timeframe for Use:
Improvements must be completed within six (6) months of receiving the grant award
unless otherwise approved in writing by the Stanton DDA.

Proof of Completion:
Award recipients must submit proof of improvement completion before receiving
reimbursement or final approval.

Proof includes:
* Photographs of the completed improvement
¢ Paid invoices or receipts showing materials and/or contractor labor costs

Reimbursement:

Grant funds will be issued as a reimbursement upon verification of completed work and
submission of required proof. The Stanton DDA reserves the right to withhold payment if
proof of eligible use is not provided.

Non-Compliance:
Failure to comply with these rules may result in forfeiture of the award and
disqualification from future DDA grant opportunities.

Applicant Agreement

By signing below, | acknowledge that | have read, understand, and agree to comply with
all terms and conditions of the Stanton Downtown Development Authority’s
Window/Storefront Activation Grant program. | certify that the information provided in
this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Business Name:

Business Owner/Authorized Representative:
Signature:
Date:




Grant Guidelines

The grant application must be completed and submitted by the building/property owner.

Eligible applicants must be businesses located on Main Street in-between north and
south M-66 within the DDA district.

The following types of properties are in-eligible; public, non-profit, or strictly residential.

No grant applications will be accepted for work that has already been started or
completed or for work that is covered by insurance.

Facade Grants are for existing commercial buildings only. Buildings may have an upper
floor residential component, but first floor must be commercial use.

Participants must be current with the City of Stanton and Montcalm County for all real
or personal property taxes at time of application and at time of payment.

Grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis once completed work has been verified by
Stanton City Manager as compliant with the plans proposed in the approved application.
Any deviation from the approved grant project may result in the total or partial
withdrawal of the grant. Grants are awarded as a single payment to the applicant.

Reimbursements are for labor and materials only. Permit fees and other expenses do not
qualify for grant dollars.

All projects must adhere to all city, state, and county codes and/or ordinances.

Panel of judges are appointed by the DDA but will not include any business owners
within the DDA district, city employees, or city contractors.

The DDA will select grantees considering the recommendations of the judges.



