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SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT & PURPOSE 

In accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended, the 
City Commission hereby reestablishes and confirms the Planning Commission for the City of 
Stanton with the powers, duties, and provisions included in this Ordinance and also as provided 
for by statute. 

The City of Stanton Planning Commission currently existing shall continue to serve in its official 
role subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public 
Act 33 of 2008, as amended, and shall also act as the Zoning Commission for the City of 
Stanton, as provided for under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, as 
amended. 

All official actions taken by all City of Stanton Planning Commissions preceding the 
Commission created by this Ordinance are hereby approved, ratified and reconfirmed. Any 
project, review, or process taking place at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance shall 
continue with the Commission created by this Ordinance, subject to the requirements of this 
Ordinance, and shall be deemed a continuation of any previous City of Stanton Planning 
Commission. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption and 
publication. 

SECTION 2.  MEMBERSHIP & TERMS OF OFFICE 

A. The Planning Commission for the City of Stanton shall be comprised of seven (7) 
members. 

(1) One (1) of the members of the Planning Commission shall also be a member of 
the City Commission serving in an ex-offico capacity. This member shall be 
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appointed by resolution of the City Commission and shall serve on the Planning 
Commission for the duration of the period of time set forth by the appointing 
resolution (but no longer than that person’s tenure on the City Commission). 

(2) The membership of the Planning Commission shall, to the extent that is practical, 
be representative of important segments of the City such as the economic, 
governmental, educational, and social development of the City, in accordance 
with the major interests as they exist in the City such as agriculture, natural 
resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, 
industry, and commerce. The membership of the Planning Commission shall also, 
to the extent that it is practical, be representative of the entire geography of the 
City. 

(3) The authority to appoint members of the Planning Commission shall be vested in 
the affirmative vote of a majority of the City Commission after a nomination has 
been made by the City Mayor. 

(4) After an individual’s first appointment and before reappointment shall have 
attended training for Commission members, pursuant to section 6 of this 
ordinance. 

B. Membership on the Planning Commission shall be limited to electors of the City of 
Stanton, except that one member of the Planning Commission may be a nonresident of 
the City of Stanton. 

C. One member of the Planning Commission that is an elector of the City of Stanton shall 
annually be appointed by the City Commission to also be a member of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals. 

D. With the exception of the ex-offico member of the Planning Commission and the member 
of the Planning Commission serving on the Zoning Board of Appeals, no member of the 
Planning Commission shall hold any other board or committee position with the City of 
Stanton, and no member of the Planning Commission may be employed by the City of 
Stanton at any time during his or her term of office. 

E. With the exception of the ex-offico member of the Planning Commission, the term of 
office for all other members of the Planning Commission shall be for three years. Terms 
shall take effect on July 1st.  In the event that a term of office for a member of the 
Planning Commission expires and the City Commission has not appointed a successor, 
that member shall continue to serve until such time as a successor is appointed. 

F. A member of the Planning Commission may be removed from the membership of the 
Planning Commission for malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office only upon 
the recommendation of the City Mayor and by majority vote of the City Commission, 
after a public hearing has been held. 
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G. Any member of the Planning Commission who is absent without being excused by the 
affirmative vote of the Planning Commission for three consecutive meetings, or a total of 
30% of the regular meetings of the Planning Commission during a twelve month period, 
shall be deemed to have vacated his or her membership on the Planning Commission. 

H. Members of the Planning Commission shall have a duty to vote on all items of business 
considered by the Planning Commission except for those items of business where a 
member has been excused for having a conflict of interest.  If a member of the Planning 
Commission feels that he or she may have a conflict of interest on any particular item of 
business, that member shall publicly state the reason for the conflict and request to be 
excluded from action and/or discussion for that particular item of business by a majority 
vote of the remaining members of the Planning Commission. 

I. A conflict of interest shall include: 

(1) The Planning Commission member or an immediate family member is involved 
in a request for which the Planning Commission is asked to make a decision.  
“Immediate family member” is defined as the Planning Commission member’s 
spouse, the member’s or the member’s spouse’s children (including adopted) and 
their spouses, grandchildren and their spouses, parents and step-parents, brothers 
and sisters and their spouses, grandparents, parents in-law, grandparents in-law, or 
any person residing in the Planning Commission member’s household. 

(2) The Planning Commission member has a business or financial interest in the 
property that is the subject of the request or has a business or financial interest in 
the applicant’s company, agency or association. 

(3) The Planning Commission member owns or has a financial interest in any 
property immediately adjoining the property involved in the request. 

(4) There is a reasonable appearance of a conflict of interest, as determined by the 
Planning Commission member declaring such conflict or by the remaining 
members of the Planning Commission. 

SECTION 3.  COMPENSATION 

The City Commission may provide for the rate and frequency of compensation for all members 
of the Planning Commission. 

SECTION 4.  ORGANIZATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. The Planning Commission shall adopt bylaws that cover such routine duties including, 
but not limited to: 

(1) Election and duties of officers. 
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(2) The establishment, purpose, and creation of ad-hoc and subcommittees.  The 
members of such committees do not need to be members of the Planning 
Commission. 

(3) Parliamentary procedure at meetings and public hearings. 

(4) The ability to call special meetings. 

B. The Planning Commission shall annually elect from its members a Chairman, a 
Secretary, and a Vice-Chairman. In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman 
shall have the authority to conduct meetings of the Planning Commission and sign 
documents pertaining to the Planning Commission such as, but not limited to, site plans 
and zoning maps. 

C. The Planning Commission shall also appoint a Recording Secretary who may be either 
the Secretary of the Planning Commission or an employee of the City of Stanton. 

D. The Planning Commission shall, at a minimum, meet at least four (4) times annually to 
conduct business. 

SECTION 5.  DUTIES 

A. To prepare an annual report to the City Commission that highlights the Planning 
Commission’s operations, the status of planning activity, goals and other information that 
the Planning Commission deems appropriate. 

B. To prepare and recommend to the City Commission for approval a Master Plan for the 
development of the City of Stanton, and to review and potentially update such plan at 
least once every five years. 

C. To make recommendations to the City Commission on all proposed zoning ordinances 
and zoning matters. 

D. To review and approve any of the following capital improvement projects in an area of 
the City covered by the Master Plan; the creation of, or widening of, any public street; the 
construction or authorization of any new public building or structure; the creation or 
expansion of any public park or open space. 

(1) If the Planning Commission does not act upon a proposed capital improvement 
project as outlined in subsection D above, within sixty (60) days, the proposed 
project will be deemed to have been approved. 

(2) If the Planning Commission does not approve a capital improvement project as 
outlined in subsection D above, the City Commission, or other public body that 
has financing authority over such project, may overrule the Planning Commission 
upon a 2/3 vote of the members of the City Commission or other such body with 
financing authority. 
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E. Review and make a recommendation for approval, modification, or disapproval of 
proposed plats. 

F. Approve or disapprove site plans as provided for in the Zoning Ordinance or Code of the 
City of Stanton. 

G. Approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove of special land use applications. 

H. Recommend to the City Commission fees and charges to be charged to cover City 
expenses to applicants for various planning and zoning applications. 

I. Other duties and functions as may be specifically prescribed by statute, City Charter, 
ordinance, or resolution. 

SECTION 6.  TRAINING 

Appointed members of the Commission shall attended educational programs designed for 
training members of Michigan planning commissions if the adopted Stanton City Commission 
budget for that fiscal year includes funds to pay for tuition, registration, and travel expense for 
the training. Nothing in this paragraph shall deem a member who has not had training from 
finishing his or her term of office unless the member resigns or is removed by action of the 
Mayor and Stanton City Commission. The member shall be ineligible for reappointment at the 
conclusion of the term of office if they did not attend training. The Commission shall include in 
its Bylaws what training programs qualify to meet this requirement. 

 

SECTION 7.  APPROVAL, RATIFICATION, AND RECONFIRMATION 

The City Commission hereby confirms the transfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities 
provided for zoning boards, zoning commissions, or planning commissions by the former 
Michigan zoning enabling statutes, Public Act No. 110 of 2008, MCL 125.3101 et seq. and other 
applicable zoning or planning statutes to the City of Stanton Planning Commission as that body 
was established decades ago.  All official actions taken by all City of Stanton Planning 
Commissions preceding the effective date of this Ordinance are hereby approved, ratified, and 
reconfirmed.  Any project, review, or process taking place at the effective date of this Ordinance 
shall continue with the Planning Commission confirmed and created by this Ordinance, subject 
to the requirements of this Ordinance, and shall be deemed a continuation of any previous City 
of Stanton Planning Commission. 

 

SECTION 8.  SEVERABILITY 

If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a 
separate, distinct and independent portion of this Ordinance, and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect. 
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SECTION 9.  CONFLICT 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby deemed repealed, but only 
to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 10.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance will become effective upon the expiration of ten (10) days after publication. 

The vote in favor of adoption of this Ordinance was as follows: 

YEAS: Commission members:        

            

NAYS: Commission members:         

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: Commission members:        

ORDINANCE NO. 220 DECLARED ADOPTED. 

CERTIFICATION 

As the Clerk of the City of Stanton, Montcalm County, Michigan, I certify that this is a 
true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City Commission at its regular meeting 
of _______________, 2011, held in compliance with the City Charter and applicable state laws. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

Dated:  _______________, 2011  By  
   Janet Davis 

City Clerk 

16390 (001) 562881.2 


